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NMuundwulb

1 960 -wljut pniwljuttkptu ujutwg, Uhnthwptiwl 2wy hwdwyiph hhdtwljut
tywwnwljuybnp tnus k 2wy Egnih nt Ypouph wuwhwywunidp: Zuyjujut Eytntkghh
Junnigdwt htwn dklntn, Uhniuh hwunwwnniws 2wy qunniph wnwehtt funtdph pnint gwtipkpp,
yuwndwn nupdwb 1962-hu unbnsdtnt Lwy (Egnit puuuiwunbint nphipniphiuutp: Ujuyhunyg
Uruinpuhny wpwghtt Zuyjuljuts quipdwpuitip pugniigur Upintihh hhruhuwght nguﬁlh «£npnq
Ukup», “Crows Nest” punudwuhl Uky, Ukpninwljul Eykntkghh Up thnpp upwhht dke: Cun
ontnny <wyy hwdwyiph wddwt wwhwgubpp, nknuihnjudwt wpwetnpntightt Jupdwpuin
dudwtiwljuinp 11m]php, dhtyht  «Zwy Unwpbjulut  Unipp  Swpniphiti»  Bllinkgning

wnnigniu

1966-ht, kpp Zwjjuljut Fuptgnpswljut Cunhwtnip Uhmiphwt Yppuljubt wipdwwnbpp hpkug
pul]thn nintghtt ntyh Utunpugpu:

Z.F.L.U-h Munniwlub 8jkwiu Lwhiw-wh Ujkp Uwinijhwth puptuhpniphiutibpp hwuwt
dhtgkir Uhnnthh 2wy qunmipp, Epp hp wowlgniphiiip phput Z.8.C.U-h Cwpwpoptuy
dupdwpwht: b ywwwnht Ujkp Uwtnitjtwth pupbpupnipbwb, qupdupwip npptqpkg « Ujkp
Uwtnijtwt dupdupuin» wuntup br wbgut Z.£.C.U-h Uhnthh dwuttwdnnniyh hndwuhht twl:
Swiphtutpnt pipwgphts, Z.£.C.U-h Cwpwpopbuy dupdupwttpp mupwsnikgun Uhwnthh
Upbikjbwl opowtinbipp, nip Ubké phiny huwykp uljuws thu ptwlsniphtt hwuwnwnt) 1970-wljut
poiwljubibpniie
Zwdwjuph w&nidp, qupqugdut puy kipp bt wqquijhtt wpdwhpubtpnt thnthnjuniphiuutpp 1980-
wljul pniwljutiibpnit, hwunuwntght Juphpp {ugljulut updwpuh dp, np dbp Zuy
thnpphljukpnitt wwpqbik, ny dhuytt pupdp dwluppujh ntunid, wybe dbp wiwtnuljut tinhdhly
hutwdpp, wyttyghuh dhpwquyph dp Ukg, nip mknuinpniws £ wyt uiniinn oqubynt
hwjwywhywtdw:

Ujuwhuny 1986-hu, Z.£.C.U-h Jupsniphiip Ypgut wyywhnygb) 5 wpnwyqunp, qlintghl hnnuokpun
Up «Swdhq dnppup» ‘Duffys Forest” punuuwuhti Uk, mip Jwiquws L dbkp hwdwjuph
gnhuipibpkt dht: 1988-htt tpp Jupsuljut  tkpluyugnighsubp  Shppnjph dUky hwunhwnud
niikgut Ujkp Uwbinijbwttht hbwn, wdkbopbuy Jupdwpwih dp spughpp ubplujugubineg, Upkp
Uwtniyjbwl, hp huiwtniphiup tmwny ophtimiphiutpnit nt pwpwkpwluwt dwnpwiputpnil
htwn dhwuhtt tintun, twbi, dhtght wjuop wpdwquiignn wju hdwuwnnit juoupkpp. «tuypng up
Jupnigubip nphip h npés E, ndniwp dwup bwpp UYnt quy, jnjuny Ed, np wuwwmpwuwn bp

wjuy hup h}u[hulpllmphulh Up uwhywidwb»:

Ul]_hp Uwtnijtwth wpunwlwupq tnithpnidh nghtt qnigmitigut Snpp. b Shijht U.thuulhmph
Fwljwt  odwlnulniptwdp:  Uju  Juunwhbgnig  Jupdwpwihtt  juonignudp,  hwdwdwju
ohtwipwpwlwu yYkpehtt dpwghpubpmit: Upp Uwtnijbwh,Snppe. Ujkp b Shiht bPquuyl
Ujkpuwtiinph nt Uhnthwptwl bhwy qunniph unthpwwunniubpnit:  “gupdwputp uwwnwp
huwinhuwgws L 2ugulub  dwnwiugmpbwt b junphppuihpt £ Zwy hnghh  njdhi,
jupuwwnbinipbwt b hwiwwnpht:

Uwtnijtwtth punpuuphtt hwdwdwyt Jupdwpwin Ypkg nkninju pupipupubpnit windop
Tuypnght pugdwt Spwgpniws  uljgphwljutt  pniwluip 1990-p  jhnwdgnibgut, uwluyu
niuktwny wpdwtwgpniwus wowlbkpnkp, Z.L.C.U-h qupsului juqup jpgur dudwbwljuinp
nuuwpuitbp wywhnyb] «MEpngh MEwnwlwt Gupdwpwt»ktu tkpu “Belrose Public School” nip
Ujkpuwtiinp “iupdwpwth wpwohtt wpwlbkpunubpp ujuwtt hpklg nupngujut YEwupp Op.
Utnu Uwquubbtwih (udd Ltooltptwit) hulpnmipbwb wnwl: 1991-ht «Swdhq Inppuwn»
punudwuhtt  dky pwgnibgut poubkpp  dEkp Jupdwpwihtt juithunbtwlwt  nrudnitiph
jmudtwunnipbwdp: £.8.C.U-h Ujkpuwbinp supdwuputp wyuop, Yp Jyuyk hp gnniphiip dbkp gqniq
pupbpwpubpnitt Skp B Shyhtt Ujkp b Uwph Uwbnijbwth b Snpp. Ujkp b Shyht Pquuly
UjEpuwtinnp wunhty, npntig thwnpn p hhrukup b jhownwlp wipwnwd §p wuwhbkup:

2PCU Upkpuwtnnp Jupdwpwh unp
jutkndp - gpupwpwth 2Eupp Yhg
tpynt tnp nuuwpwbtbppny: Ctupp
whwh swrwjk npyku ntunidbwljut
puquunbuwl] tyuwnwlubpnt:
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SCHOOL HISTORY

S].I].C e the early 1960’s, the focal point of the Armenian community of Sydney has been

the preservation of Armenian language and religion. With the Armenian Church

duly founded by the earliest Armenian settlers, a language facility was ardently pursued. It fol-
lowed

in 1962. The first Armenian school in Australia was established in a small Methodist Church hall
in the northern suburbs of Sydney at Crows Nest. It was not long after, that growing community de-
mand led to temporary relocations of the school until the acquisition of the Armenian Apostolic

Church of Holy Resurrection in 1966 where the roots of the educational charter of the Armenian

General Benevolent Union found its way into Australia.

The philanthropy of AGBU Honorary Life President, the late Mr Alex Manoogian, was extended to

the Armenian community of Sydney when financial assistance was sought to meet the operating

expenses of the Saturday School. It was soon named the Alex Manoogian School in honour of its
benefactor and in 1971 the school was placed in the tenure of the Armenian General Benevolent

Union Sydney Chapter.

Over the years, AGBU Saturday Schools were expanded into the eastern suburbs of Sydney where

an increasing number of Armenians began settling in the mid 70’s.

A growing community, developing attitudes and changing societal values, the need for an Armeni-
an Language Day School became more and more evident in the 1980’s. A school which would provide
for the young children of our community not only a high standard of education, but traditional

pastoral care in a nurturing environment embedded with a philosophy to help preserve the

Armenian way of life.

And it was in 1986, that the AGBU Committee of the day was able to secure the beautiful five

acre land block at Duffys Forest on which stands one of the jewels of our community today.

When committee representatives met with Mr Alex Manoogian in Detroit in 1988 to seek his ap-
proval of the school project, his blessings and words of encouragement were full of wisdom... a

wisdom which echoes until today ... “Building the school is the easy part” he said, “the difficult

part comes later and I hope you are ready; it’s the maintenance of such an establishment.”

The extraordinary generous spirit of Mr Manoogian coupled with the substantial contribution of
Dr Alec & Mrs Isabel Alexander, ensured the complete construction of school buildings in accordance
with final building plans. And at the request of Mr Manoogian, it was agreed that the school would
bear thename of its local benefactor.

Original plans for the school opening date in 1990 were delayed significantly. With students hav-
ing already been enrolled for the first year, the AGBU committee was able to secure a temporary
classroom at Belrose Public School. In February of 1990, the first group of Alexander students began

their schooling under the watchful eye of Miss Seta Mazmanian. In 1991 the doors of our own

school buildings were opened at Duffys Forest to a lifetime commitment of learning.

The AGBU Alexander Primary School as it is known today is testimony to the dedication and

commitment of so many. Made possible by the generous financial contributions of school benefac-
tors, Mr & Mrs Alex & Marie Manoogian, Dr & Mrs Alec & Isabelle Alexander, and the broader

Armenian community of Sydney. The school is a tribute to our Armenian heritage and a symbol of
the strength, endurance and faithfulness of the Armenian spirit..

ON this day we honour and remember our benefactors and their legacy.
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UGl rrnase

Zujuuthuyng) Yppului wwwndniphitp, wuhbppbih Yhpwny, Juwyniws b hwyng
ghptpnt ghtinp unbnénidny U. Ukupny Uwpwunngh Ynnuk (405)npulk wudhowwtu Jtpe U.
Uwhwl Ywpnnhlnuh wowlgmptwdp U. Utupny Uwownng dkntwplws b Yppunniubpne
pugdwit: Unwohtt nupngp, np ubqh dwlop £ b Yngniwé E “Jdwppuugbnwupui pugniwd
Juwnupuwwywwnh dko,wmult dipe Zwjwunwth wwppkp Juypbtpne dke, huswyhku twb
Unpguiju,pugniwus bt npupngubtp b puuuiwinnius hwyng (kqnt b Epudonniphii: Fuwjub k
wjuon pnnphu jujnth bt pk hus Eht pppuwyuwndwnubpp b hy wuwydwutbpnt wnul
unbnénibigwtt hwjtptuh qhpbpp: Ujuop Uthhinph wmwpwéphtt unbnéniws tu unjiophtimy
wuydwuubkp b uthhinpwhuyp wikjh pwt Gpplip wkwnp nith hp huypEth wmwinujwt Uowlnpht
b wpdbpubpnt wwhwywiudwb , hp hipuwyuwunnty dwypbuh (Eqning wwhbnt b juenpnng
ubpnitinpnit hnpowugknt dbp gupuinp dowlnjep , np hwjupwl wwppkp nt pudwt
thnpnphlubpnil, ywwnnithwutbpnit hwuws £ dkqh b dbp wuwpunwlwbniphiut L injt nuljkdny
Jhdwlyny quytt thnjuwtigky ukqh Jayonnnnn ubpniunubpnii:
Ujuon hyyupunmptwdp b Junwhniptwdp Yptwtp puby, np ZRCUH© Ujkpuwbinp Jupdwupuip
ny Uhwjt npogwjuyhp £ wy twb Ukupnwh gwhp, finwhp thnpewlignn wnphipt £ np whinh
nunbwy nppupuwn ghnn b hwuth njhwinubkp , ny ph fpuntunibnt wy) dknpljnt winp wnnn
whpubkpp i1 hwdwnud nupdubny L)1 dwypkuh PWNpPWDN:
Lwubwljwi opewlbht wyu nupngubpp Swiop nwé ki, npytu  EOBUY ghnniphibikpnt
wjuhiph  phpwlubpiphth, Swpnwuwimphtl, uouwlgmphil, hul wnkh np  Gwb
wuwnnupwuniphtl, pulpn]ulqhmmphﬂl pniwpwiniphil, hull Fwithp U.h]ulqph ynnut 5-pn
nup, wowowpymuwd ki Lwnbwl  ghnnphibibpn puuwiwbinmphls’ IanLulpulimL phi,
Eplpuswpniphtl, wunnughnmphty, tpudonmpht, hul] Ghwihw  Shpwlwught 7-pn qup
uinbndwd £ Upjuwnwtp wnwght ghinwljub nuuwghppbpp, nip plngpnuws ko 7 wqun
wpnbunibpp phpuljuimiphii,pouwljgniphith (npudwuoumpht),  fwpunwuwbniph,
prniwpwniphtl, Epjpuswthnmphit, ipudonniphit b wunnupwojuniphtic

busywhu Yp wmbutbkup dudwbwlh wuydwbubpnit b yqwhwbohtt hwdbkdwwn nwuwiwbnnt-
phiuubpp pupbthnpuniptwt Eupupyniws Gu, umup Yp wwuwhh uthhinph wwpwsphl,
jupdupbinyg wnbninjt niumdbwut Spwghpubpnit, payg owwn humwbtwpwp jupd dudwbwly
up Ykpe, wujwppwpwup tdwimphiubbptt , dwdwbwly dp Jbipe ghtnwpnibunh qupqugdut
htwn , dwtunwn Uphtunnwlut fFutwluiniptut (AI) qquih junwewgniuny, wmuljwpwpwnp
wlnp phph b Juwuwpkp junimphitubpnit, nweotwy yuwpunwnhp thip npupngutpkt ikpu:
Urunpuwjwhwy qunnipp Yptuwy ywuwnpwuwn sppjuy, puyg dkqgh Yp Juunwhbtgubup np ZRCUQ
Upkpuwtiinp Jwpdwpuwip wwwnpuun £ b twpuogunpuunujut woounwbputp 4p
nwpmhi wyny nypupbwdp , dwbutwing injihipl bwiwquhp Ubd Uhdntbwb Yp phjunpk
wy nupnniplwdp woowwnhy :

Uppwlw gnpsh nwpwsdwubt nt qupqugdut wuyupkqhtt Uk dks nbp niukgus tu dbkp
yuundwlwt dwbop hwdwjuwpwbubpphiyytu Uwbwhhth,3qwénph, Swptith b wy
hudwjuupwbkp: Mypngutpp  juyuopkt oquiugnpéws Eu hwdwjuwpwtibpnit ntunidw-
Uppwliut Jupgp b dunbiwghnwlwt huljuwy dunwigniphtup, tjunh wntbing dhuyt wjt
dwutthlp np dkqh hwuws k: 2wy dnnnynipnh wuwndniplwb Ejbikep swtop k pnnpht:

Uthhtopp np juy wyuop hp ukplut Yp wwpnh nypngubpnit , ujubing Zugjuunwity,
NMninhu,Zwky, MEpnip, Swhhpt, npnup wjuop,uwuy, Yp nwrwwyht npyku hwy dpwlynjeh
YEtwnpnuubkp pugk , punupwlul, ghintnpuljub,nbntuwlut b wy qundwnubpny, winbg
Ynnpht qunpujuinmiptwt G wy] minuowupdipnt yuwdwnny , ntthp dpwtuw, Fubwnw,
UU'L (Lou Uugkipu , Upt Bnpp, $ptqlo, Uruinpujhw Uhinbih, vwljuyh by wwppbpnplwdp, np
jhontwsutpp dwop Lu npuytu hwjwhnd qunnmiputp , payg ny ZU3 dpwlnyph YEuwnpnuukp,

Znlnkdpkp, October—2025 5



UbNk@PRL - MIOUTUNE

hpwlwiuniphit Up np wkwp k pugnithy b ubtkenudp wkwp E nqupdut) gkyh huypkuhp, nkyh
thpymphit: Lubdwgudwb §nnphtt jut wiuhbunwgnn qunniptp b Zujwuwnwih Ynnpht
Yptuwtp nuuk] Gpnyuyhw , Untinwb, Punnttghw b Uthphytwt wy) thnpp qunnipubp , npnup
owwn huwbwpwp Uthhinph dwu juqukt wyuop , puyg ns phiny b ny w Junnigny qunnip
Yptwb twwnihp;: Gunnmptbpnt wthbnwugdwt jud tnupugdwt §nnpht ndpwpumwnwpun
niukgusd Lup nupngubpnt vhugnid jud thwljnud: Yp jnruwbp , np qunniphu updupwitpp
hwphipudbwljubp Yp wolkt b skt mitkbwp hpktg hwdwgnpswlhg udwuubpnit
Swlwwnwghpp , payg dhtu §p humwwnwip dhwgdwt, hwdw-gnpsulgnipbwt b Jhwubwlwh
wohimnwipny wpwe wmwbbnt b wwhbnt hwy (kgnit, dowlnpp, dwnwbgniphiubp:
Lwipnqluountphi Up np Unwetnpnth ujutiw dhtiskt jhinht qupswlwbp Yp juunwpkl, puyg.... :
Juy dhwgdwt, hwdwgnpswlgniptimutt dhnnwd , puyyg - kni hush dhwghp donbgnidny , puyg
ny Uktp vhwtiwp donkgniuny:

Ydpwhinwupwn uwhhinph hpwlwbuniphiup b pudnijutpp wyjuqut tu b own huiwbwpwp
uthhippp huptuhtt nupdws k pohowjhtt , wyjuhtiptt npuyjtu qunnip dwubwwnniws: Gghywnwhuy,
NMnuwhwy, bpwtwhuwy , (hpwbwbwhwy;: Uhohtt Upkikiph wpwpwlwt tpyphputpnt hugtp ,
hwjumuwnwbghutpnt Ynnuk Yp Ynsniht btwl Upwpwhuytp , np skd jupstp dhon punmipugpnid
up puuy: dbpnjhobw) qunnipubpktu qunpnnubp nkyh Uptiudnbwt wppowphukp , hphtig htin
pEpws Jud nwupws i minibwy Epyph unynpmiphitubn , upp nt pupp , hywyku (Eqniujut
ulpmul]tu]anIabthhp Nuunmgswljut wnwphubpniu g whqud phdws bl wowlipnpht b
hwupgnigud pk wpnbo p wyu Yud wyt kplpkh £ qupdugus hwupg nniws b : NMupni husytu

ghwngup:

Ujuonp uthhinph puouwlgulwt jkqnit, wyuhtipt wpbidnwhwybptip dbnunn (Eqniubpnu
owipphtt puuniws k b whhinph huyniptwb don nupdwsé k Gplpnpr (Egnt , juoupp wipnion Yp
Jbpwpbph wibjh dwdwbwluwlhg Epprnwuwppniptwi: dbpekpu Yp quunikth Lhpwbw:
Puwjutiwpwp Enuy twl Mmpg Zuddniwn, puyg wuhhiuh dp ypuy gpbpk pupugws duwgh Epp
uluwy (ub] pwtnipyuwttbpn hnjpungupd jpouwlgniphip, puyg dhiu Ynndkt niqlgh twh
ppuijui b jurunbtu pu; b uuuy dnwst) np Gpk hwuyp wwyph (Lhpwtwuh dkp) owwn
huiwbwpwn hp htn wypkguk twb dpwtubpty, Upwpkpta b @pphpkt (kqniukipp, payg ns Ukqh
dwiop Ukupnwbwt  huybpkup: Zuybptuh Ynnphtt Ophtwyp gqpkpk unjut t uthhinph poinp
wnwpwépht dpwtvwjuou Yud Ugihwhiou Epyhpubpnt dke , npnug Ynnphtt qquih L hbuyuubkpku
1Eqnih ghpwljuyniphtup:

dbpohtt mwutwdbwlht , qghuninpuljut @ ntnbkuwlut wy Swupulshn wuydwbubpne
phpnudny Uhohtt Upbyph npny b&pyhputpkt hwmiphtip nwpdbw] wuwpuynibgur:
Qunpuljmimiphiup Eplnt bphuwbg npudwthy k, ek tplihp dp §p Ynpubguk (hwgkp), 4p
wwbwlyt np wy Gpyhp Up Yp owhh: Urunpujwhw) qunmphtt hwdwp yunwhbigut tnjup
hwljunwl] Ukp mpwpinipbwt Yp guihup np dbp htwdbwy b nnuwpwpuwyhtt qunnipubpp tdwt
guikpnt b munwwwtph Uk Eu , dwhwdbpd puntwnt wunhgwt: Gplk npuytu Urunpujwhu,
dkup wyuop Yp quuunthp thwpuinth tpughtt tdwt 7 wwpwpun Yndbkpne Jhdwyhtu dky ,
wwnhlw Yp wywbwlk np 7 thhwp Yndbpnt opowitin ujuws b wy) qupenipubpnt dkp: Oniuhup
wylu 8nqubthkp , np nsku Ukp wqquyhtt wyu dinwhngni-phiup: Zugpkuhpp nith hp guikpp b
Unwhngniphibtibpp, hulj wpktkjwhugbptt (kqmb skup Yphwp puly , np § wyph nuljbgup wy
nupdwd t  tnpuuphubw] (kqnt , (hp onmwpwuniin  hwjugwéd pwnbkpny, npnug huwjkpku
hudwywunwuiwh puntpp Jul h uljqpuiik Uwpwnngh opkpku
husnt gnpéwst] dpkqhwntupe tpp niuhtp twhiwquh, jud dwughtupe , Gpp nithtup hhrwbn:
Bt wjuybu punwwwpwnp kplun kb gnpswdwljuit yEpht b Juph ppwch Ynnuk:

Urunnpujwhuwy qunnipti tkpu Yp gnpstu bplnt wdkuoptwyy Jupdwupwitp b pwtth Up hun
Cwpwpopbuwy Jupdwpwuubp: vwluy Gpp Yp hknbithup wotpnubpnit Yp ujunbkup np wykru
uljuwd ku jhkgnitt gnpdwst) pupgiwiiwpwun jud wigbpkung pwntniws , wjtyku huswku 4p
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wyuwwnwhh Zwjwunh dky Upbibjuwhuwybptuh wwpuquyht: Swd ophtiwljubp: Nrumgsuljut
wnwphtbpniu wuwnwhwé nkypbpk: Thyniwép wpnkh nith 10 mwpniwy htiniphit , nipbda
Yuiphih b wwwsl  pk ply  Gpbwg  ppuy ghSwlp  bbplughu:
Mpbdu wpwltpunp hp Zmpmqpmphmh Uty 4p gqpt -  Swplnupdhu dhhp Ubkp wniup
Ynruwlgniphi (PARTY) pphlp . jud huypu hush thnnnght uﬂﬂﬂnh]} ubkwnkg '(dropped me
off) pupqUulmiphiip junwl b Jupstd: Unwehthli Uk puby mqk MLEN8L ( ptd) huly
kpypnpphl Uk 2Q68: bulj wnoptw) uouwlgmptwl pipwgphli ponpu wipanhp | pukip
-"Opnt Jupwdht Ute thwep pph thnjuwbwly pubynt’ Pupbwowpdp Jupwwnwh dte swpkgh:
whw JUbkp nuljinthl (Egnit b dkquk swwnbkp 4Yp whwnkh np U. Mwwnwpwugh kgt wkwnp k
wolmuphwpwph Jkpusnih, np hwuliugh ppugd 8'n tppwu wihhinp ud 2wy dnnnynipy ,
wuwpwqub tnjut £ dpuwtitvwjuou , Pinwjuwpuou fud Bppuhiou hmdwydpubtpku ttpu:

Twypnghtt wthpwdbonniphiip U huytgh Yppniphtup §p nuntwy bwlwb b ny
yuydwtwlut , hyupunwbwnt hwdwnp, - np bu Zuyjujut pupng qugus bu:

Urunnpujwhwy qunnipkt ubkpu, tnp Unwoltnpn uppwqub hop gnpéniukniphiip Yp
dwiputiy vhwutwljuwt b hwdwgnpsuljgutt wohtwwnwtph Ypuy, dkqh §p duwy gnpduljghy b
woligh uppuqutht, wjjuyku dkp dhrtbwdpphlyp np wpnkt uuws b, Jupbih sk juubguby:

ZPCU.h Ujkpuwtnnp qupdwpuip , whuiwuply 35 wwwphubp pupdp §p ywwht Uwpwnngh
npoop b tppnitw) hwuwnwnniphiut | hujtigh dunwtgniptut yuwhwywinulht: 35U0dEwy dp,
nn Ypyht wbhqud 4p thwunk, ny dhwyt pupnght wy dwbwiwin Fupbgnpsuljuht Muhwwyw
Udkuwguh, h wnik b h ghobph jubdtwpniphiup hwmb , Zujwunwih b hwypkuhpht
tjundwdp ntikgus humwwnmwpdwgpniphtup Epkly , wyuop b quhp pninp dwdwbwubpni:

Utup Yp hwiwpbkiup , §p wwhbup dbp wbgbw)p, npyku dwuniip b Yp qhubkup dbp
wowltpntbpp np wyy  wwimului dwlnpend npytu Juwhwi nhdwgpuikh nkuwibha b
wlnbuwtbh:

ZPCU.P ULBRUULS YUSFULULE 35 UUBUUL L
ZPCU.b LUUQUZ UEU UBUNULEULP USSEGLNREPRLL UBSULDP P

CRUNMNPULNY,

2PCUh twhiwquh Ukd Uhdnbbwih Urunpujhw wygkmphiip hp Shyung Uhpjughtt b
qiuuinpws ppwijunidphly, npnit dwu Yp Juqukhtt Skp b Shyhtt Ejh b Bjw Ughjkwl, Op.
Lwpuyh Qupphhwl 20U dwutwdhinbpne b Ykgpniwlwh dwpswlwb dngnyh Juphs
Stopkt U NMpu. dhqku SEuhpgdbwt ujuwt Ukjwynint punupktu , nip dudwubkg npyku wnwehti
hwigpnnuuwtt b puwlwbwpwp hwinhynidubp nitbgur wbnnfu ZRCUh Ukjyninuh
Uwubw&hinh Jupsnipbwt htin:

Uhwnuh dwdwukg 2npbkppwupph 3 Ubwwbdpbpht, . 9. dwdp 4-ht b opwjunidpp
nhuwinpnibgur ZRCU.h Jupswububpnt , Jupdwpwih hnqupupdnipbut winudubtpne b
"Uhmphtt wduwplpph dpughpht Ynnut:

Puptgnpdwljuwup hp hhdtwnpmptwt wpwehtt opkt Enuwt hwy dnnnynipnh twhowptt m
qhupl , puyg kpphp Funphmipn funpht: hwuun pwdhlhl, ghnbwluihh, wpmbunwgbnht,
nruwtinn hit, jupownbwht, ghtqughht nt punupwghht, Ynkpht nt nuypnght: Gnun puthwughly
1 hwpnibnne: Quplwlwh nshiss Yp qunliktp kpp ZRCU twpiwquh Ukd Uhdnubwi § wighk
twl  Zwdwqquhth Upowl-Uodh  Qojunph Lidwpwi: b Yp  hwighyh 28%
wunwupwbwwnniibpnit htwn:

Lwpiuquh Ukd Uhunubwth wygbniphiup nupng wwwndwluwb Ep @ Untnphtt Uppuquit
hop, Yntpuljut puuht b wowlbkpnutpnt ukpuyniptudp ophtinitkgut hugh nt wnp b wmyw
hhiptpp wpwotunpynibgwt upwh , mp hpkug b Wwwnpt wowlipnubpnit §nndk nipnikgut
YnlyhYy juynnughp Up : Fuph quniunh jpouptipny hwuintu Ejuwt nupngh whwn wowltpwn,
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Swpnip Quuhu , hbsyhku twl Stwoptip Mpi. Uwiml Skdppgbwl: Lwuquh Ukd
Uhunubwt hp puouphtt ke tpkg np huplt wy dwdwtwlhtt wowltipn tp b phiunptkg puyg
huhquiu b hpujwbwgul) Epuqubpp wpwbg Jupntwne: bull uppuqub hwypp , tpkg np nupngp
nith whsmbs b obywinp qudbp: duyplbwi dp bu wy uljuwy dnwst] pk hush £ plsunnp
qubdp, puyg uppwquip swwn Gpup uyuwub] b dnwsk] sintun b guntwny nkwh
wowlbpntbpp puwr - Tmip kp otywinp quudbkpp @ Sknh niubkgut nruwulwpsniphii:
‘Lwhumquh b hhipkp wnwetnpynikgut inpujunng gpunwupwuh sktupp nip hhipwuhpnikigut
hwdwnwd nunkjhputpny b hhiptpny

Qpunupwth b Yhg tpint nuuwpwbiubpne dwuhtt mpnibgutt mbnbyniphibiubp: Un h
ghuniniphtt Gpunupwih okuphtt wuowmotmjuti pugnidp wmbnh whwh nibtwy wikh nip
whnwlult twhpwpwph  dwubtwlgmpbwdp  pun twpoyguwpdwibbpnit wnwownpniws
whnmpbwt Ynnuk, npdk Jbpe upkh whwnh ppuwy hwipmptwt  dnunpp gqpupuput: Uju
dwuht hp ophtt hwdwywnwuiwt jujnupupniphtt whwnh hnpjowignth:

Lwhiuquh b hnqupwpdniphitt ntibgut dnnny , nip wikjh dwbpwdwub putwplnibgut
Uppwlut b Jupswlwi hwpgip: Lwpwquwhp wnnuue hp phjugpoiphiuubpp & hp
gnhnitwlniphiup juynutg nypnghtt mwpws wotwwnwuphtt b nitkgusd jugnnmiphiu-ukpnit
hwdwp, tpkg np wpnibutnnwghwnniphrup b Swpunwpughwnniphiup jupbinp Gu wyuop , np hp
Jupghtt hwunwntg twb Npt. Uphikwi: Lwpuwquhht b Mpt. Ughjkwth Ynndk Gput
phunpniphiititp pk htywtu jupbih Eyypngp wikih qupquguby b gpaichy qupdt:

Udpnng op up twpuimquhhtt hbwn wgubk bpe, wmtdtwyku Ejuws Bd wyu Eqpuljugnipbul,
np ZPCU  juwuinwdubpp, np Yp Juppugnih Zugulwb  Pupbgnpswuljut  Cunhwtnip
Uhniphtt , Ypuwtp quyt hpuidwdp junfugub] b Jkpugpl) dkp twpupwquhht b ZBCU-p
Jupnuy wjuyku Zuymi Puphp Cing Uwpnpp: Lwpiwquh U, Uwbimybwb hp ophtt hp UGULO
puykpniphiup, mup b wun gniph dhwpnnnjul hnuwph ghtinwpupp, npyku phdwhwppuy
Un gnpéwskp hwutibint hwy dnnnynipnh fuphpubpnit , twppwquh Uhdntubwt bu hp EN0RUO
hwunnwinmptwt dhongny Yp Juwwwpk unjup, htyyku jupnuh tnur Lnpphjh tpkEinub ,
Juquuljtpyniws ZECU.Lh Uhwnuph Uwubwdhinhtt Ynndk , hp ubkplujwugnigué  juoupht
dudwbwly: Lnppl) , np juquuljtpyniws tp 2ZRCUG dupsni-phwb Ynndk, npnit hputhpniws
tp Unwounpny Uppuqut huwypp, wpdutwwywnpt hwypbp- 2wy Urtknwpwbwljut Eykntging
ot Mwnmbph S8wlnp  Uwpghubwb, pwpbpuptbp , twplht  Jupswliwibbp
wnbkbtwybnbbp, winudutp , hhipkp: FPuph quniunh juouptpny hwinku Ejwr Lphupht
Uphtwl b winkbwybn Uhhpwt Lhht&bwl, hul wpnuwuwim plud Shiht Lupth Cwhhibwb
Yuwpuybnbwl,  Snpwpdwbibp Zwjwunwih nnwbunpnd,  npphih phpwgpht e
ntubgur QGunmiphu b Olllhpu%]h opowtwhtt  swlop Unthpwio Lwpwih Upnjhkwh
nuwottwdniph puybkpulgmptudp QLjw Uwplnubwih: Ftwljut k, hpkug puouptpny hwtntu
EQut htsyku jhomibgut twppwquh Uk Uhunubwl b dkp uhpbjh Unweotnpn uppuqutt hwypn:

Puptgnpdwljuwih hhdtwnhpubpnit hwiwwnwphd , dbp pnnp wiugbwh 7 twpowquhubpp
niutigws L wyu nghtt nt hnghtt b wqquyhtt tnthpoudp,uwluyt Ypwht] b ghnbwy pk hs Yp
dnwsk wyn nnibw) Juypybwuht Utd Uhdnubwi , Gpp hp hkwn §p gununthu, ndniwp £ hdwbwg,
uwljuyt.  wnhluw nshts Yp thnpjuk hp hwdbunnipbitt nt ywupgniptutt , Ukd Uhdntbwb
dwpnudown £, wnwtg pwthwinidubpnt b pwn hwgtkih:

Ephynjtwt mbEnh mubkgur pupniubmphit EEEUU dwowputht dkp, hhipmuhpnipbwudp
ZPLU Jupduputh Znqupwpdniptwi, npnit ubpuy Eht Jupswjuitp b hhiptp: &woltpngph
pupwgphtt pmdujudwntp nitht Vupuwquh Uhunttwt b Mpt. Uphjiwie
Mppwp 5 Ukyunbdptphl, wyghkiniphtt Uhnnuhh nwbuwpdwt Juyptp,Ykuophtt hhiptpp Uio
Plhwbbwitht

Cwpwp 6 ubywubdpip hwinhynd Etpthwt Uswlnipuyhtt Uhnipbwt hbtw, ZRCU
Uphtunwjupdubpnt  hkwn  dnnnd ZRCU.R UPSLPP 4UM2NERETEUL wyw Fupdp
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dwljupnulh hhipwuppniphtt b twiwghtt  qpouwwuinyn - Juquuwlbpuybkg dtp uhpkih b
jungbih wqquyhtubptu b ZRCUh puptpup Shwp Uto Phiwtbwi: Uhinuthh opuiwqutip jujinth
E wohuwphht hp Juunipony b Othkpuyh skupny b punhwipuwbu énudbpd hp opinniptwdp b
wnpniupdwbbpny : Lutwghtt gpouwyyninynp hujuykbu pugunhy wqqujhuutptu b ZRCUh
puptpup Shwp Uro Phiwmttkwi: Uhnuhh opuwiwquup juyunth £ wopuuphhtt hp udnipeny b
Othtpwyjh okupny b punhwipuybu énquutpd hp opinniptwdp b wpniwpdwitbpny : Lutwght
qpouwryyinnjunp hufjuyku pugunhly wppuwphhtt pp udmpeny b Othtpwh pkupny b
punphwipuwbu éndwdbpd hp opbnnmipbwdp b wpniwpdwbtbpny : Luiuwghtt qpouwynnjnp
hujuwltu pugwnhl] wwwinpniphit dqkg hhipkpnit Yypwy , np dhwdwdwbwl wehp wnniwt
puinupht wikjh donkl swopwiu) b hhwtiwy wunp gbintkgyniptwdp : Mkwnp E jununndwuih) np
dwyp puniphiup bu jundwdhwn qununikgur b wyn opkpnit kpp hhipkpp §p quuunikht Uhwnbh ,
hujuytu quptwbughtt b wptinwn kp: Ukp sunphwljuniphiutibpp Uto Bhiwtibwtht , np jutdu
wnut  wbdtwluwt dhengubpny wnpwdwnpl] wyju tiyuinphy b widnpwbwh opp ZRCUH
twpiwquhht, gpwpunidphtt b hpwithjbwibpnde

Epinjtwt  wnknh mubgur Swoltpype pupphp ZPCU. h Qmpémphulh bpuiktpng U
Juquuljbpynmpbwdp, Yungdh) puquiwuh hwjuyuniui — Ykbwg fwowpwihh dte
twjupwt wyy gwobpnypp twpiuquh Uhdntbwb hwinhynd nittkgue 28C0.© Gphunwuwpn
Uwnhbunnwupdubpnit htwn b hwinhwnid dnnnyd ZRCU.h Uhwinuhh Uwutwdhinh Jupsnipbui
htin: Jtuophtt twpiwquihp hp opwijunidpny hhipp' Skp b Shht Uto Phiwtbwbikpnti:

Uhpwlh wpwionbwt twjpiuquhp hp spwjunidpny wyghikg U. Swpniphit Eytnkgh b
wuowmotwjuwt hwinhynud wnbknh niubgur Unwetnpn Uppuqui @kpy. SEp dwppui Guyu.
Lwjwuwpnuth b phdwlwt winwdbbtpne htn, nip ptwlwb E wnbnh nibbkgur bwb
hhipwuhpnhiphit: Ykuophtt hhipkpt Eh Skp bt wmhljhtt Uro b Fwgiht Fhiwbubwbtbpnit:

Uju nulk sonpujhtt onujp pujut k35 wdkwljh nuypnguljut hwunhuniphiut tp, np wmbknh
niukgur Yhpwlh 7 Ukyunbdptpht, 2Qwpuninh Qupunin tpquhwinkuh upuhht dke:

Yhpwlhh 7 Ukwunkdpkph bpkynbwt hwigtup b Gkpluyugnidpnp Yp Ypkp «Nwnnikyng
Ulgbw)p», «Anoniukyny Ukpjub» , «Lkpoustiny Uyuqui» ptwpwip, Jupkh b ,wbltnsopkl,
punhwtniphtt wpnwyuynnipbudp b nyuinpmipbwdp nuhtbyuwlp  tjuwnb]  gupy
Juwnwpniws hwinhuniphiiibpnit , nip wowlkpuntpp gipuqugkghtt wdkh wuuniphi b
hhiptpnit nmt hwdwyuphtt  hpwdgnight  widnpwiuuh  Epkyny dp, dkp  dwubwinp
ounphwljuniphtutitipp Shjht QGjwyht hp tpudonwljwt mwnuunht np dbp Epkjuwttpp hpkug
dujubpny Ypgub snity b ngh ww wyy bpghpnit Zugkpth phk Ubgbpk,htgyku twlb Shijht
Utnu Ltoslhtptwmtihy, np whuwiwuhly 35 wwwphtutpk h ip hwmwwnwpdwpwp Yp gnpst npyku
Uwpwnngh nupphup yupdupwikth thpu : Zwunkuht hpkiug dwutwlgniphiup piphtt twb hnyp dp
twpujht wrwpunwlwt wowlbkpnutp Undh wnnuugpny ,np  njuh  funphpputhop  Yp
ubkpluyugutp, hpkug nipkpny b yuwwnquuny fuouph ni ninwbiwinph Ynnphtt injpuwt myyunphy
Eht wwpuwjht Gnyputpp, hpkug wqqujht hwjjuljwt mwpwqutpny , np wyju wehpny dwubwinp
Jtpyny wyuypniws tp Zuywunwttt b dbkp dwubwinp ounphwljumiphiup pnjnp wintg ,
npnip wyhiunbgu b hwugnightt wiju hwgniunubpp:

Pusytu Juphh b dinwst) b hugkgh Yppmplwb quppingp’ winbuk), pighwlupulp 35
wdbwljp mywgnjg Up wkh , np dkup Jup nt whwnh dbwbp b gnpstup 2ZBCUh hndwuhht tiuly
ninfwbwny b Swnuykny: Zwunhumpbwt Noup wnun twhiwquhp, puyg twjupwt fuouphtu
wighp Lupuyh Supphtwl 2200 @4, dnqnyh qpuubkibwlh Juphs Stoptl, tkpljujugng
opniuy wwwuntbwp hp wbtuwlupl Swpwmpbtwt hwdwp , npyku ZECU.h Uhwuhh
Uwubwdghinph  twpuhhtt qupsuub b 2RCULh Ujkpuwtinp dwpdwpwih hnqupwpdnipbui
winqud Shup dwhk NMojwgbwup b hpuithptg wwunibwp uwnwbwnt hp quwhwwnwghp
Jyuyuljuup 2RCUL 9. 9. dnpnhtt Ynnuk dknwdp twppwquhht: Shwp 9. Nojw&bwt Yp
quwhwwunibp twlb pp Equ : 2dntwbp tplnt np dwht Nojwgbwt Yokt htnmbtiws L ZRCU.
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Ubpuwlwnp  Jwp dwpdwpwlh 2hUuniebwl wphuwwnmwlplbnnit:  Inqwpwnanietwl Ynnde
jnpwlnikpny quwhwunnibgwe bwle SuopEl™ Uwunwy Skdhpétwl hp Gplwpwdtwy W Unchpbiwg
w2huwwnweht W Jwlbwiwun 35 wdtwyh hwunhunpbwl ywwnpwunnepbwl w2huwnwuegubnnlu
hwdwp: Unwolnpn uppwqwU honp W prtdwywuhl Yynnudt wloptupl W nwpnghU pudwjnLbguiL
Uunnntwdwdop nhdwyny nuytbw; Gnwlgubpny W uppniu 2powlwyny  uppwlywn:dwhk
Nojmgbwt donktt hbkntiws Lt ZRCU. Ujkpuwbwnp  duyp dwpdwpwbh ohumphwib
woliwnwlptbpmi:  Znqupwpdnipbwl Ynnut pipwinikpny quwhwinnibgun twlb Stopkl’
hwinhumiptwt wunpuunnipbwt woltmnwbputpnit hwdwp: Unweunpn uppuqut hop b
ptdwlwuht Ynndt wbopktuhtt b nupnght pudwynibgur Uunniwswdonp nhdwlny nuljbuy
Enwtiqutpny b uhpnit ppowttlny uppwtijun:

Lwjuwquhp hp juouphtt ute, nhljiing Uhpduyht wiiniing tuhu slinphwljuniphi juyuniikg
pupniubmptwb b hhipwuhpniptwt hwdwp , np wvnwugur Uhnuhh dkg b myw opdwghtiu
quuwhwwntg nuypnguljut hwtnhuniphiup, dwbtwiwbng wowlkpnubpku dEynit Gnjpep , npnth
wintlp sniqkg vy , puyg Jupstd hwbinhuwljwitkpp hwulgui npnil vwuht b juoupp thnpp
wnotmljh Up bEpwbnught dwubwlgmphiip hp wwpwyhtt owpdnudubpny b Lpgh
dwutimljgniptwdp: 8hotig np hip u wowlkpwn tnus b EEpthwt Jupdupwukh tkpu b ghnk
pt huy Yp Upwbwlb nwpngh wqplgnppi @ Gwypngutp wknp mbht pupkpupbbtpne ,
unthpbwyibpnt b qupnipwjhtt wouwwnwiph b s hunwbwpwp tdwbophttwy nupngutpku
Yptwy qu twl jugnpy ZRCU.h twpiwquhp, puwt wi: Upjawphp thnthnjuwljut vhpwduyph
Ukp £ b wkwp E hbkwnbkih] dwpnnwpughnnipbut b pwy wwhl] winp qupqugudwi hbw:
ZPCU.h 4. 9. dnnnyp donkl Yp htnbirth wju ninpniptwdp wntniws puy kpni: Uugqud dp bu
ounphunnptg Jupdwpwih 35 wdbwlph Gnpp , htywtu twb nypnght pupkpwpubpp ,
hhdtwnhpubpp b dwunplkg tnpuwinp jugnnniphiutp Eynn pnjnp nwphtbpnit:

Pusytu dhown uppuqull huypp Unwglnpn Qbpy. SEp dwppul Guyu. Lu]wuwpryub
twjupwt wwhwwhyp hp mnbtpdp fhnpuwbgkg: 8hotg Yntpufu nuup,  twjuwqubp pp
opwhinidpny , Phdwljub dnnniyh wnkiwybwnp , winudubkp, ZRCUh Uhntuhh dwubwghinh
wnkiwybnp b qupswlwbubp ,pupbpupubp , wqquyhtbp b Jepowytu wowlkpuntukp:
Busytu Jupih £ shhwbw) wpughuh ghnkghly b pndwinuuihg tbplujugnidn], dubwwbn
tpp wowljkpuip hyupunmpbwdp §p uouh hp hiptmpbwt dwuht pk 0’ t b npunbnt s jm
quy, jud dwbunwtny pp 4p jubu np twpujhtt wpwlkpunitp wydd npytu duyp hpkug quuulp
Up phpkl U § wpdwbwgpb  wyy nj nupngp npdk wwphtbp wowe Jyuyniws G
Up dwnpkup, np ny vhuy ZBCUh Upkpuwtiinp dwpdwputp , wy] qunniphu pninp wqquijht
hwunuwnniphirubpp dbwb junwewunbd b owpnitiwltu gnpsty

Puwlwl k opniwtt mothtt wnhpeny stnphunnpkg pninp hwypbpp , puyg dwubunpuybtu
nupnghtt huyphyp’ Stopth Uwlml Stdhpgbwbp, dwnpbiny np qupngp swpnibwlk hp
wnwpkniphtup ZEPCULh  hndwuhht wwl: Lwjuwquh b opwjunudp Bpynipwpph Jun
wnwionbwt Up YEpwnunbuwghtt tnmt b hpkhg gnpétpnit, hnqupwpdmptwb Ynndk
Juquulbtpyniws tp thnpp hhipwuhpnipht, npwyku nnebpph btpklny, unjt upwhh
Ytptwhwpyp puph Swhwuywph dwnpbim :Uyn” hpklp qught , payg pun pub diwg hpkig
twht dkqh htwn : Yp jnruwbp np nqupdbwy Yp hwinhwyhp h owh b hp wuybwpmiphtl
Zujujut FPupbgnpsuljut CUnhwinip Uhniphwi:

Utqh Uhwthh dke Yp  dbwy wdpnnowght 35 wubwlh kqputhwlhs hwinhuniphiap
wwpwhwinktup  Epghy  Upwdth dwubwlgnipbwdp  : Cunphwlwmiphtt pnnp
Judunnpubpnit, Epuwohiunnpubpni, wqquhbbbpnit b dwbuwiwbng dbkp guunnuupdwt
hhipkpnit: @unp nt Wupdwlp Fupkgnpswljwuht , np qkut n quhwb £ hwy dowlnjphtt nu
duwnwignipbwt b Upkpuwbinnp Jupdupwihtt dhongut, Urunpujwhwy qunnipth ukpu 4p
owdpk wyn wukthp:
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ZPCU.h ULBRUULS 4UNdULUL L RNLUSCL LEUULN UL
‘Lwimquh UEU URUNULGUULD wyghiniphiup
|nruwtiljuptitpny

Cunniubyniphit b wn ni hwgh ophtimphtt uppuqutht Ynndk ZECU. Ujkpuwbinnp
Jupdwpwith dniwnpht

12
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ZPCU Ujkipuwiiinp Jupdwpuith
wowipunmphwi Enyp, jnuowunujuonuyh
umhpmid twjuiwquih U. Upunubkwttht: nupngh
hnqupwpdnipbut b www (ruwbup
upuquithtt b wbopkuht htwn:

Zwtinkuti bpe hhupbpp b hpunhybuyiibp § myniht nkwh inpuljwnng gpunupuih
otupp nip nbnh § mbkiuy pigniibmehil b Yp wpnih juy g
dmtipudwutn phiiibp otuphtt b jupwulhg puuwpwubtpnit dwuht

14
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Gnjuwinpl BEdwnpwl wygbnenl, yipehu 5
Ulwpltipp
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Zuunhwynwd b dnnnyd  ZRCU Ujkpuwtnp Jupdwpuith Znqupupdniptwit ht,
Cunniubniphiu PEEUU Lwowpuuhl dkg, hhipwuhpniptwdp nupngh
hnqupupdmptwu:£nppl) Cunmiubjniphit , Z8CU h Jupsniptwb hpunkpnyd: G
YEULUS8 dwpwpwit plpnhp, juquuitpyniws ZRCU.h Jupsniptwi Ynndk:
Jupdwpwih 35 Udtwlh Bpquhwintu

Tuynngh Znqupwpdnplwt dngny Stopkuht b ZRCUh twjuwquh U .Upunubwih b Shwp E. Uphjtwih htwn

Cunniubnyehiu RERUU 6wpwpwluhl JEg , nwypngh hnguwpwpanptwl Ynndt juqdwybpwniwd

Cumubmphit  YGLU8  dwpw-
pwupt  dkp  ZPCULh  Ubwbph
Uuutwghinh Juquuljbpym-
ptulp b hpuntpny:  Cupphph
pupwgphtt jpoup wpun Shwp E.
Uppjtwtt 1 sunphwlju-jniphti

Jugunkg Jupsni-phwb  wyu
gqbnkghl punmbb-imptwiu hwiwp,
nn unwuguh Uhwnthh dke:
enpptlh
tntn)
NLppwre
6/9/25
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Lnpphih  Epklny Juquuibpyniws  ZRCUQ
Uhwtph Uwutwdhinhtt Ynngdk , ponpnp ZRCUQ
winuudutpnit hwdwp , BAR LULU , upwhtutpnit
Ukp, nip wbnh nitbgur twb jupiuingulh
hwwnnud, dhty nntujuju vyuwuwpnibgur judhsp
b hwdwnud dwntwdwbp:

18
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The speech delivered by the AGBU president Sam Simonian during the 35th
Anniversary School Concert 7/9/25

Thank you all for putting together such a beautiful celebration we just witnessed, and the kids
were just adorable and especially one of them I am not going to say which one.

Esteemed guest and dear friends:

It’s a great pleasure for Silva and I to be with you tonight to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of this
wonderful Alexander school. This event feels personal to me as I also was student of Tekeyan elementary
Armenian school in Beirut- Lebanon.

So I know firsthand the impact our school can have on a young person’s life .over the decades ,
our institutions have been beacons of quality education that is thanks first and foremost to our Incredible
principals and teachers.

Their dedication, passion, and commitment to excellence have built the strong foundation we are cele-
brating today.

But a great school also needs grate supporters. Our founders, benefactors, our parents, and our com-
munity have stood by us helping our schools not only to survive but to thrive for more than half a century.
Today we thank them all.

To our students I wish you perseverance and a beat of luck . Both are needed to become successful
entrepreneurs, business leaders , or even who knows one day the president of AGBU.

Looking ahead we must make sure to keep up with the changes and technology and artificial intelligent
preparing our students for tomorrow’s world is a top order for any school and in our headquarters, we are
committed to leading and supporting everyone of our schools to meet these challenges head-on.

A heartfelt thank you to our founders , supporters, administrators and most especially our teachers, you
make everything possible.

Congratulations to everyone on this milestone and best wishes for continued success in the years to
come.

Thank you

NB.

Before the speech NATALIE Gabrelian , presented the honouree of the day with some biography
details and achievements . And with the help of the AGBU President SAM SIMONIAN presented a
special Certificate of recognition and appreciation, by the AGBU C.B.to MR VAHE BOYAJIAN for
his services to AGBU and to AGBU Alexander school.

Natalie
Gabrelian
Presenting
the honoree
Mr. vahe
Boyadjian
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THE speech by MR. VAHE BOYADJIAN at the concert dedicated to 35th anniversary

Your Grace, Bishop Vardan Navasardyan,Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand Mr. Sam Simonian, President of the Armenian General Benevolent Union,
Central Board of Directors, and Mrs Sylva Simonian,

Mr. Elie Akilian,Member of the AGBU Council of Trustees and Mrs Ela Akilian, Miss Natalie Gabre-
lian, Director of AGBU Chapters and Central Board Administration
Distinguished guests, Cherished members of the AGBU Alexander School Family, Ladies and gentle-
men.

It is with great joy that I stand before you today to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of OUR school,
The AGBU Alexander Primary School.

Many decades ago, the then-President of the AGBU Central Board, Mr. Alex Manoogian, said:

“It is easy to build a school, but difficult to keep it open.”

Here, at Alexander School, we can certainly relate to that statement.

Throughout our 35-year journey, our school faced strong headwinds and many challenges.
However, the school Board, backed by the AGBU Sydney Chapter, and the faithful members of the
Armenian community, surrounded by young Mums and Dads, did not let those challenges weaken
their resolve.

They were determined to show the resilience of the school community and their will to succeed. So,
like a phoenix rising from the ashes, the mythical bird in Greek mythology, the school emerged from
those hard times to survive and prosper.

Allow me to paint a brief word-picture of the school’s young life:

In 1982, with the blessing of Mr. Alex Manoogian, the AGBU Sydney Chapter purchased a property
in Neutral Bay, which today serves as its Cultural Centre. In 1985, during a visit to Sydney by Dr. Ar-
shavir Gundjian of Canada, a member of the AGBU Central Board, challenged the AGBU Sydney com-
mittee by suggesting that it was now time to establish a day school. That challenge was accepted.

So, not long after, the AGBU Sydney Chapter, again with the blessing & support of Mr Alex Manoogian
and the AGBU Central Board, purchased a 5-acre property at Duffys Forest, a suburb of Sydney’s
Northern Beaches.

In 1990, the school opened its doors to students at 2 Namba Rd, Duffys Forest.
The construction of the school was made possible by generous donations from

the AGBU Life President the late Mr. Alex Manoogian, the school benefactors, the late Dr & Mrs
Alex & Izabelle Alexander, and abundant members of Sydney’s Armenian community.

At this point, | would like to mention a name. One name! We do acknowledge that NO ‘ONE-PERSON’
can deliver a project such as building a whole school. That requires a team effort, a cohesive team, a
unified team. And that team requires a leader, a person who can bring people together, a person who
can unite them. a person who can drive them, many in the community agree that,

THAT PERSON IS: the late Mr. Zaven Tchetchenian.

Today, we celebrate the 35" anniversary of our school. This anniversary is not about MARKING TIME. It
is about celebrating “Achievement through UNITY”, the achievement of a group of AGBU members,
AND of A UNITED COMMUNITY that came together under the AGBU umbrella to build a school, to foster
the Education of our children, and to help preserve the Armenian Heritage, Its Culture, Identity, and Its
History.

Today, we say ‘Thank You’ to Sydney’s Armenian community, YOU!

Your support and commitment have been a key factor in our success.

Today, we show our appreciation to the parents & friends committees and ALL Parents

You are the people who stand by the school day in, day out, support it, organise fundraising activities,
and create magical moments for our students. You are the backbone of our school.
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Today, we salute ALL our amazing teachers
Thank you for your passion and dedication. You are responsible for shaping young lives.
You plant seeds of knowledge in the minds of your students, of our students, of our children!
Today, we say thank you to the devotion of our office staff, who keep our school running efficient-
ly. Your performance is above and beyond.
Today, we express our appreciation to our staff who drive our three school buses, safely transporting
our children to and from school on time, well, most of the time, traffic permitting.
Overseeing and managing the above team is none other than our beloved School Principal! He is
the conductor of this well-tuned, 17-piece orchestra.
We take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank past members of the AGBU Sydney Chapter,
as well as all the committees and groups that have contributed to the school over the past 35 years.
So today is about celebrating
the unity, the perseverance, and the commitment of THIS community, YOU,You embraced the
school and allowed us to reach this milestone.
At this time, it is proper for me to mention that we have not been resting on our laurels.
Over the past 15 years, the school Board, through a well-disciplined team, has been busy managing
the school’s finances, which has allowed us to save and invest in our school and its facilities.
Please allow me to present a short list of investments in our children over the past few years:
In 2019, We replaced the dilapidated fence around the school perimeter with a 300-meter modern
security fence, with automated gates. Over the following few years, we:
replaced the carpets in every classroom, plus the administration building,
We had the roof of the whole school repainted,
We installed air conditioning in every classroom,
We also upgraded the furniture in the staff room, the school canteen, and the principal’s office.
In 2023, we installed state-of-the-art ‘smart screens’ in every classroom, so our children can have
access to innovations in education and to embrace the latest technology from a very young age.
In that same period, we purchased two additional school buses, This brings the total number of pri-
vate school buses to THREE.
Last year, with the help of the Association of Independent Schools in NSW (AIS), we secured a
government grant to install solar panels that today provide electricity to the whole school.
Then, again with the assistance of AIS, we secured yet another government grant to build a ramp
for wheelchair access.
In the past 18 months, we completed building a new library PLUS 2 additional classrooms for
$2.65m. We received a federal grant of $1.15 million.
We are committed to continuing to build and improve our school and its facilities by implement-
ing our Master Plan
Our school grounds also serve as a community gathering place, where the young, the old, and every-
one in between visit during various school events
to reconnect, to reinforce existing friendships, and build new relationships.
Today, 35 years later, we believe we have achieved many of our goals. We run a school that is more
than just a place of learning. Today, our school is a vibrant hub, where our students enjoy a caring,
nurturing environment where everyone feels safe, supported, and inspired to reach their full potential.
We must be doing something right when we see our own graduates return to the school, but this
time, accompanied by their own children, to enrol them at the same school they attended and start a
beautiful tradition.
These results are not accidental; they did not happen by chance. They are the result of teamwork,
the work of like-minded people, with a common vision and a determination to achieve
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They came together, to work together, and to succeed > > TOGETHER!

I would like to quote the words of a world-famous automaker, Henry Ford, who said, I quote:
"Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success."
And as we reflect on our past, we also look forward to a future filled with promise. With each new
year, we recommit ourselves to: nurturing curiosity in our children, fostering creativity in them, and
developing CHARACTER in every student who comes through our doors.
None of this would be possible without:
The devoted commitment to our school by
The Parents,
The Staff, and
MOST OF ALL, YOU, the Community,
We take this opportunity to thank the State and Federal governments for their continued financial

support.

We also thank the Association of Independent Schools in NSW (AIS) for their continued sup-

port and guidance. They help to make the difficult ->>>> possible.

And last, but not least, we thank Mr. Alex Manoogian and the AGBU Central Board of Direc-

tors,

Who allowed this school to ‘be born’, and then,

nurtured it, raised it, supported it financially,

until the day the school was ready and able to stand on its own two feet

Until we were ready to FLY with our own wings.

In closing, I would like to share a statement released on April 15, 2025, by the current President
of the AGBU Central Board, Mr. Sam Simonian, Celebrating the 119 Anniversary of the AG-
BU

He wrote:

“As we take stock of our century-old history of achievements and progressive growth and expan-
sion across the globe, We can take pride in how AGBU manages to remain true to its original
mission, while embracing change to stay relevant to the times.

The hallmarks of our strength are in finding balance, pursuing opportunity, honouring legacy, build-
ing trust, and seeking unity.”

At AGBU Alexander School, we remain committed to the above statement,
We will continue to exist, to grow, and to be relevant .By honouring those principles
A UNITED Community will always succeed
I conclude by reflecting on the school’s 35% anniversary motto: Honouring the past, Embracing the
present, And Inspiring the future
Thank you

Mr. Vahe Boyadjian delivering the speech on behalf of the
AGBU Alexander school Board on the 35th anniversary
concert.
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ninnnuwd: Qkp pnnphll pinphht whinh pwpniuynih wyu pypngh wewpkimphtip N wig
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Cunphunnp 35-wdbwl:
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Celebrating 35 Years of AGBU Alexander Primary School

On the 35th Anniversary Celebrations of the AGBU Alexander Primary School, we come to-
gether as a community to Honour the Past, Embrace the Present and Inspire the Future of a
legacy rooted in the preservation of our faith, heritage, language, and identity.
Tonight, we are gathered not just to mark the passage of time, but to celebrate a legacy - 35
years of unwavering dedication to Armenian education, culture, and identity.
35 years ago, a vision was born. A vision that saw beyond the challenges of distance and dias-
pora. A vision that understood that language is not just a tool - it is the soul of a people. And
so, in 1990, through the tireless efforts of the Armenian General Benevolent Union, the AG-
BU Alexander Primary School opened its doors in Sydney.
It was more than a school. It was a promise. A promise to our ancestors that their language,
their values, and their spirit would live on. A promise to our children that they would grow
not only in knowledge, but in identity.
Today, that promise stands fulfilled... and stronger than ever!
Our school is a place where Armenian children learn to dream in two languages, where they
are nurtured by both academic excellence and cultural pride. It is a place where tradition
meets innovation, where ancient values are taught through modern methods, and where eve-
ry child is seen not just as a student, but as a future torchbearer of our heritage.
Today, AGBU Alexander Primary School stands as a living testament to the vision of the
Founding Members. It is a place where children are surrounded by the warmth of tradition
and the excitement of modern education.
As Charles Aznavour, one of our most beloved cultural icons, once said: “7o be Armenian is
not only to be born Armenian, but to live as one.” Our students live as Armenians - with
pride, with knowledge, and with purpose. They are guided by passionate educators, supported
by devoted families, and inspired by a community that believes in their potential.

To our teachers - your dedication is the heartbeat of this institution.

To our parents - your trust and support are the pillars of our success. And

To our students - you are the reason we are here. You are the future we believe in.
Therefore, this evening is not just about looking back. It is about looking forward with cour-
age and dedication. The world is changing rapidly. Technology, culture, and identity are con-
stantly evolving. But one thing must remain unshakable: our commitment to who we are!
Let us dream bigger. Let us build stronger. Let us ensure that the future is filled with even
greater achievements - new programs, new partnerships, and new generations of proud, edu-
cated, and empowered Armenian youth. Let us be the bridge between past and future, be-
tween homeland and diaspora, between memory and hope.
As we celebrate this milestone, let us renew our promise - to each other, to our children, and
to our heritage. May the light of AGBU Alexander Primary School continue to shine brightly,
guiding our community with wisdom, warmth, and unwavering Armenian spirit.
Congratulations on 35 remarkable years - and may God guide you to many more!

Mr Manoug Demirjian
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Armenian Alphabet: The Script That Shaped a Nation

Smbat Minasyan

The Armenian alphabet is not just a writing system—it is a powerful symbol of cultural identity,
intellectual resilience, and national unity. Developed in the early 5th century by Saint Mesrop Mash-
tots, this unique alphabet has played a pivotal role in preserving the Armenian language, literature,
and heritage through centuries of upheaval and diaspora. This landing page offers a comprehensive
and scholarly overview of the Armenian alphabet, from its historical creation to its continued cultural
and educational significance.

Origins of the Armenian Alphabet

The Armenian alphabet was created in 405 AD by the monk, scholar, and linguist Mesrop
Mashtots, with the support of King Vramshapuh and Catholicos Sahak Partev. Prior to its in-
vention, Armenians used Greek, Syriac, or Persian scripts inconsistently, which posed major
challenges for the standardization of religious and literary texts.

Mashtots’ goal was both linguistic and spiritual: he sought to give the Armenian people a
script in their own language to strengthen the spread of Christianity, which had become the
state religion in Armenia in 301 AD. The creation of the alphabet was a foundational moment
that enabled the translation of the Bible into Armenian, often called the “Queen of Transla-
tions” for its elegance and fidelity.

Structure and Characteristics

The original Armenian alphabet consisted of 36 letters, with two more added in later cen-
turies. It is written from left to right, like most Indo-European languages, and was specifically
crafted to match the phonological system of Classical Armenian (Grabar).

Key Features:

Phonetic precision: Each character corresponds to a specific sound.

Visual harmony: The script has a beautiful balance and symmetry, making it highly legible
and aesthetically elegant.

Mathematical value: Letters were assigned numeric values, similar to Greek and Hebrew
systems.

The alphabet reflects a combination of Greek, Syriac, and native Armenian influences, yet
it is wholly unique in its structure and design.

Evolution of the Armenian Script

Classical Armenian (Grabar)

The original form of the alphabet was designed to represent the phonemes of Grabar, the classical
literary and liturgical language of Armenia. Used until the 18th century, Grabar remains the liturgical
language of the Armenian Apostolic Church today.

Medieval and Modern Adjustments

During the Middle Ages, scribes introduced stylistic variants such as bolorgir (cursive script) and
notrgir (minuscule script) for faster writing. In the 12th century, three letters were added to accom-
modate foreign sounds: O (O), d (F), and l (yev).

In the 19th and 20th centuries, the alphabet was adapted for Eastern and Western Armen
ian dialects, which differ slightly in pronunciation and orthography.
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Cultural and Religious Impact

The Armenian alphabet was not just a tool for literacy—it became a sacred national symbol. Its crea-
tion marked the beginning of the Golden Age of Armenian literature, during which historians
like Agathangelos, Pavstos Buzand, and Movses Khorenatsi recorded Armenia’s early history, legends, and
the conversion to Christianity.

Manuscript production flourished in monastic centers such as Sanahin, Haghpat, and Etchmiadzin,
where scribes produced illuminated gospels, bibles, and theological texts.

Educational Role and Literacy

The invention of the alphabet led to one of the earliest and most widespread literacy movements in
world history. Education became a national priority, with schools founded alongside churches and monas-
teries.

Even today, Armenian language and alphabet education remains central in Armenia and among the
diaspora. Children are taught the alphabet in early grades, and special days commemorate its creator. The
Day of the Armenian Alphabet and Literature, celebrated annually in October, reflects the deep reverence
for Mashtots’ gift

Armenian Alphabet in the Diaspora

After the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and subsequent waves of emigration, the Armenian alphabet be-
came a lifeline for cultural survival. Schools, churches, and cultural associations preserved the script across
continents.

In diaspora communities, especially in the U.S., France, Lebanon, and Russia:

e Armenian-language newspapers and books are printed regularly.
e Bilingual schools and Saturday programs ensure generational transmission.
Online tools and language apps help younger Armenians learn to read and Write

Symbolism and National Identity

The Armenian alphabet is an enduring emblem of national consciousness. It appears in the national coat of
arms, currency, and many monuments. Mesrop Mashtots himself was canonized as a saint and is revered
as both a linguistic genius and a spiritual father.

In times of foreign domination and exile, the script served as a powerful reminder of independence, unity,
and continuity. Wherever Armenians went, the alphabet followed—and flourished.

Mesrop Mashtots: The Visionary Behind the Script

Mashtots was not merely an inventor; he was a revolutionary educator, theologian, and cultural strate-
gist. Trained in Greek and Syriac, he served as a court secretary before entering monastic life. Inspired by
a vision, he created the alphabet to anchor the Armenian people spiritually and intellectually.

His legacy includes not just the alphabet but the foundation of the first Armenian schools, translation
of the Bible, and establishment of an enduring educational ethos. His tomb in Oshakan is a national pil-
grimage site

A Legacy Beyond Letters
The Armenian alphabet is more than a script—it is a living monument to the resilience, creativity, and
spiritual depth of the Armenian people. From medieval parchment to smartphone screens, its 39 letters
continue to carry the collective memory, aspirations, and voice of a nation. Whether you are a student,
historian, educator, or simply curious, understanding the Armenian alphabet is a gateway into one of the
world’s oldest and most inspiring cultural journeys
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SAINTS SAHAG AND MESROB: THE HOLY TRANSLATORS
ST.MESROB the inventor of the Armenian alphabet
SOU UrLN3S fUr*uituus JUuMMuNeESus UtrNs

In October we celebrate the invention of the Armenian alphabet and the translators

The Armenian Church and the Armenian language have helped Armenians defeat existential threats.
The Armenian language as a factor in national survival is second only to the conversion of the Armenians
to Christianity and the establishment of a national church. Thus, language has played a dual role for the
Armenians: first, as a medium of communication; second and more important, as a cohesive force for
national survival.

The invention of the Armenian alphabet in A.D. 405 by St. Mesrob produced a linguistic tool as re-
markable as the language for which it was devised. The Armenian alphabet was invented and used for
the Armenian language alone. It was designed to be a perfect phonetic representation of the spoken lan-
guage.

It is even more amazing that a large and noteworthy body of literature grew immediately, using an
alphabet that was a completely new invention. If the Armenian alphabet had not been a perfect instru-
ment for writing Armenian, it would have been impossible to use it to translate the Bible and the many
other works that marked the early Golden Era of Armenian literature in the fifth century.

The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of Saints Sahag Bartev and Mesrob Mashdotz, the Holy
Translators. The feasts dedicated to the Holy Translators are among the most beloved commemorations
for Armenians. Sahag and Mesrob are honored two times during the liturgical year: as the leaders of the
cultural movement, on the Thursday following the fourth Sunday after Pentecost, which, and on the sec-
ond Saturday in October along all the translators. The visionary leadership of these two men who recog-
nized the necessity of an Armenian alphabet changed the course of Armenian history. The two saints,
Sahag and Mesrob, are forever linked in the minds and hearts of the Armenian people.

«To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding» is said to be the first sentence

written in Armenian by St. Mesrop Mashtots after he devised the Armenian alphabet. As you can see in the
picture and the sentence in the book , held by St. Mesrob and St. Sahag. This phrase is from Solomonn’s book

of Proverbs (1: 2), that is wildly used in Armenian schools, as expression and pursuit of wisdom.

On this day, schools and universities hold lessons on the role of translators in the development of Armenian
literature and culture. Conferences and round tables are held to discuss issues of translation and preservation of
the Armenian language. Armenia also honors modern translators and scholars working with the Armenian lan-
guage.
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Preserving Memory of the Perished, Not Politics: On the Urgent

Renovation of Armenia’s Genocide Memorial
By BEDROSS DER MATOSSIAN

In the past few weeks, a significant controversy has erupted over the renovations at the Armenian
Genocide Memorial. What was initially a routine maintenance and preservation project by the Arme-
nian Genocide Museum-Institute (AGMI) has been framed by some as a political maneuver, sparking
intense debate both within Armenia and across the diaspora. Critics argue that these renovations are
part of a deliberate effort to modify or even destroy the memorial, while others question the govern-
ment’s true intentions. In a matter of just two weeks, the memorial-—one of the most important sym-
bols uniting Armenians globally as a testament to both suffering and resilience—has become the cen-
ter of a heated political dispute.

This debate, however, obscures a far simpler reality. Dzidzernagapert, like many historical monu-
ments, has suffered from decades of neglect. The structure and its associated museum were in urgent
need of repair due to long-term exposure to the elements. The fact that the current government,
whose policies on the Armenian Genocide I do not support, is managing the renovations, has led some
to treat the entire project with suspicion. I have previously argued that while the Pashinyan govern-
ment’s policies toward Turkey and Azerbaijan—including the controversial Washington Declaration
on “peace’—may be questionable, it does not follow that every action undertaken by this administra-
tion should automatically be assumed malicious. Preservation of national heritage should not be polit-
icized.

The Armenian Genocide Memorial was constructed in 1967 to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the genocide. Since its construction, it has never undergone a comprehensive renovation. Over dec-
ades, rain and snow infiltrated the Eternity Hall, which consists of twelve inward-leaning basalt slabs,
causing severe structural damage. The absence of a proper drainage system allowed water to weaken
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the foundation, threatening the integrity of the monument.

The Obelisk, also built in 1967 and an integral component of the memorial, has been renovated sev-
eral times, most recently during the centennial of the genocide. That renovation addressed the same
issues being tackled today: water damage and structural degradation. Stones were temporarily removed,
a drainage and waterproofing system was installed, and new stones were set in place. The Armenian
Genocide Museum, built in 1995, and the administrative building, completed in 2015, have faced simi-
lar problems, with heavy rainfall causing water seepage and damage to ceilings and interiors.

Recognizing the urgency of these issues, the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute (AGMI) applied
to the Government of Armenia in spring 2020 for funding to address the deteriorating conditions. A
team of specialists conducted a thorough inspection of the memorial and museum and concluded une-
quivocally that substantial renovations were necessary. Based on these findings, AGMI formally re-
quested state funding for the works. The drafting of renovation plans was entrusted to Haynaxagits
company, with Sashur Kalashyan, one of the original architects of the memorial, overseeing both the
planning and execution phases.

Following the preparation of draft plans and a preliminary budget, the Ministry of Education, Sci-
ence, Culture, and Sports announced a public tender in accordance with the RA Law on Procurement.
Only one company submitted a bid, winning the contract. A separate company was appointed to over-
see technical control, while Haynaxagits, under Kalashyan’s direct supervision, conducted the author’s
supervision to ensure fidelity to the original design and historical accuracy.

The renovation project includes several critical interventions designed to ensure the long-term
preservation and integrity of the Armenian Genocide Memorial and its surrounding facilities
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Western Armenia under the rule of the Ottoman Empire
By H AGHBASHIAN

The provinces where Armenians originally settled were the lands of Western Armenia, which
were under Ottoman control. These six provinces were: Van, Erzurum, Mamuret el-Aziz, Bitlis,
Diyarbakir, and Sivas.

On the eve of the 1915 massacres, the number of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire was more
than 2 million, mostly in occupied Western Armenia, a region with a total population of 15-17.5
million. Armenians were a minority in most places where they lived, alongside Turkish
and Kurdish Muslim and Greek Orthodox Christian neighbors. Although most Armenians were
peasant farmers, they were overrepresented in commerce. As middleman minorities, despite the
wealth of some Armenians, their overall political power was low. Armenians in the Western Ar-
menia provinces of the Ottoman Empire commonly encountered forced labor, illegal taxation, and
unpunished crimes against them, including robberies, murders, and sexual assaults. Taxes were paid
to the government, and the Kurds were taxing them illegally.

Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror encouraged Armenians to settle in his new capital, relocating
tens of thousands of them there. They later formed an educated, wealthy, and influential commu-
nity in Istanbul.

The wealthy Armenian elite lived in the Ottoman capital, Istanbul, particularly prominent fami-
lies such as the Duzian, Dadian, Balian, and Bezjian families, who wielded significant economic
influence in the state. Nevertheless, Armenians in the empire were considered second-class citi-
zens, despite certain freedoms granted to them, such as the right to worship. However, in Turkish,
they were referred to as “Gavour,” meaning “infidel” and ” faithless.” Their testimony in court was
rejected, and they were prohibited from bearing arms or riding horses.

Armenians in the Capital, Istanbul

The rise of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire began in 1700, while the status of Jews declined.

The Armenian elite in Istanbul before 1915 was a highly influential group within the Ottoman Em-
pire. The Amira Class were the wealthy Armenian magnates of Istanbul. They were bankers
(Saraf), financers of the Ottoman State, and managers of imperial monopolies.

They often funded Armenian churches, schools, and printing presses, becoming patrons of Ar-

menian culture. The Amira class functioned almost like an aristocracy with the Armenian millet.
The Balian family name was prominent in architecture and construction, and the architect Sarkis
Balian became famous, followed by other family members.
The Duzian family members (Artin, his son Sarkis, and his grandson Hovhannes) were the Gold-
smiths of the Sultans. Artin Duzian was appointed director of the Mint in 1727, replacing the previous
director, the Jewish Yako Bonfil. Directors from the Duzian family held this position until 1890.

The Duzian family members were entrusted with the sultans’ jewels, and Artin Duzian’s Palace
was one of the most luxurious palaces in the city, overlooking the Bosphorus.

The Dadian family was renowned in the field of gunpowder and explosives manufacturing,
earning a reputation that lasted nearly a century, starting in 1795 with its leader, Arakel Dadian,
who was awarded the title “Baroud Bashi.” His son, Ohannes, took over his father’s business and
expanded it to include a paper factory, a textile factory, and a rifle factory. Ohannes Dadian was
fluent in several European languages and traveled to France and Britain twice, staying for two years
to study the development of arms manufacturing and related supplies, until the Ottoman Empire
no longer needed to import them.

The head of the Kazazian family, Hagop Pasha Kazazian, was an official in the Ottoman Bank
and an advisor to Sultan Abdul Hamid.
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The Azarian family members were merchants and financiers with influence at the Ottoman
court.

The palace’s money changers were Armenians from 1770 to 1840, and they were a major factor
in financing the provinces and collecting taxes.

The Armenian prince Artin Kazazian was a close friend of Sultan Mahmud II (1808-1838).

Abraham Pasha and Gabriel Nouradunkian Pasha became foreign ministers.

Among the most renowned architects who highlighted the civilized face of urban development
in Turkey are the Balyan brothers, citizens of Armenian origin, born in the Turkish province of
Kayseri. Garabet, Hagop, and Sarkis Balyan are considered among the most notable architects who
brought Western civilization to Turkey during the 18th and 19th centuries. Among the most im-
portant monuments supervised by the three brothers are the Dolmabahge Palace and Clock Tower,

DOLMA bahche palace

the Dolmabah¢e Mosque, the Beylerbeyi Palace, the Ciragan Palace, the Ortakdy Mosque, the
Beyazit Tower, the Selimiye Barracks, the Kii¢iiksu Palace, and others from the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.

Armenians in the Service of the Turkish State, 1453-1953
This book was published in Istanbul in 1953 by a Turkish au-
thor. It is a testament to the role of Armenians in the Turkish
state service from 1453 to 1953.
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United States Plans to Provide $145 Million in
Assistance to Armenia

YEREVAN — The United States intends to provide $145 million in assistance to Armenia, Brendan
Hanrahan, Head of the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, an-
nounced during a meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan.

“This is the first tranche of funding allocated to the implementation of the ‘Trump Route for Internation-
al Peace and Prosperity’ initiative, as well as related agreements reached on August 8, aimed at support-
ing investments in trade, infrastructure, critical mineral supply chains, and cross-border security,” Han-
rahan stated.

The Deputy Prime Minister highly valued the agreements reached during the August
8 meetings in Washington and expressed hope that joint efforts would further
strengthen bilateral relations within the

framework of memorandums of under-

standing signed between Armenia and the

United States.

The parties also discussed regional devel-

opments and opportunities for unblocking

communications, highlighting the signifi-

cance of the “Trump Route for Interna-

tional Peace and Prosperity” initiative.

U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Kristina

Kvien also attended the meeting.

Opening Armenian-Turkish Borders — Rubinyan

YEREVAN — Armenia sees no reason why Turkey should delay the opening of borders and the
establishment of diplomatic relations with Armenia, stated Ruben Rubinyan, Armenia’s Special Rep-
resentative in the normalization process with Turkey and Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly,
during a briefing with journalists.

Rubinyan is scheduled to meet his Turkish counterpart, Serdar Kilig, in Armenia in the coming
days. While he did not disclose the exact date or location of the talks, he stressed that the agenda
would cover the full spectrum of normalization issues.

“I see no reason why Turkey should delay this issue. At least on the Armenian side, there is no
obstacle or hesitation. We are ready to have open borders and established diplomatic relations as
early as tomorrow. By the way, we recently established diplomatic relations with Pakistan, which
was also a very significant event. I hope we will take a similar step with Turkey,” Rubinyan empha-
sized.

According to him, if there is political will, the process can be implemented very quickly.
“On our side, that will definitely exists, and I am convinced that great results can be achieved in a
short time,” Rubinyan added.

He underscored that Armenia continues the normalization process with Turkey without precon-
ditions and dismissed suggestions that Turkey had raised new conditions in recent rounds of talks.
“We have repeatedly stated that the process is proceeding without preconditions. We also have no
preconditions from our side and believe it is possible to very quickly achieve open borders and es-
tablished diplomatic relations. We will continue working in that direction,” Rubinyan concluded.
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Asked whether the recently signed Washington agreements and the Washington Declaration be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan could serve as an impetus for progress with Turkey, Rubinyan replied:
“These are very important developments. They will have a positive impact not only on regional pro-
cesses but also beyond the region. In this sense,
we are optimistic that concrete steps will follow.”

Rubinyan also confirmed that the earlier agree-
ment to allow third-country nationals and holders
of diplomatic passports to cross the Armenia—
Turkey border has not yet been implemented.
“Whether it was due to us or not, it still hasn’t
been carried out. But we hope it will be realized,”
he said.

Sarkies Brothers

The Sarkies Brothers, Martin (1852—-1912), Tigran (1861-1912), Aviet (1862—1923), and Arshak (1868-1931),
were a group of brothers of Armenian ethnicity best known for founding a chain of luxu-
ry hotels throughout Southeast Asia. The brothers were born in Isfahan, Iran.

History

The 23-year-old Tigran opened the Eastern Hotel (now Eastern & Oriental Hotel) in George
Town, Penang on 15 April 1884.The brothers went on to found several hotels in the region, includ-
ing the Raffles Hotel in Singapore, and the Strand Hotel in Rangoon (Yangon).

Arshak, the last of the brothers, died on January 9, 1931. On June 10 of the same year, a bank-
ruptcy case was filed against the Raffles Hotel, eventually resulting in the Sarkies family losing con-
trol of their hotels.

The Sarkies name still lives on in Singapore through the namesake Sarkies Road. However, the
road was named after Regina Sarkies (née Carapiet), the wife of Arathoon Sarkies, who was a cousin
of the brothers and fellow hotelier.In addition, Sarkies Corner, the coffee shop in the Eastern & Ori-
ental Hotel, is named after the brothers. Arathoon's descendants continue to reside in Singapore.

Raffles hotel EASTERN & Oriental hotel
By Elisa .Rolle By Gryffindor
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EU Allocates Over €200 Million to Armenia

YEREVAN — The European Union has approved funding of more than €200 million for the sec-
ond phase of Armenia’s Resilience and Growth Program. EU Commissioner for Enlargement, Marta
Kos, announced the decision during a joint press conference in Yerevan with Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Mher Grigoryan.

“This support will strengthen investments in connectivity, resilience, and trade development. It
reflects Armenia’s clear commitment to a reform agenda and its dedication to implementing changes
in key sectors,” Kos stated.

Last year, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen declared that the EU and Ar-
menia “stand shoulder to shoulder,” noting that Brussels and Yerevan are closer than ever, with an
ambitious partnership agenda. She emphasized that within the framework of the growth and resili-
ence program, €270 million would be provided to Armenia.

During the summer, von der Leyen also expressed confidence that Armenia would play an im-
portant role in Europe’s future.

Before arriving in Yerevan, Commissioner Kos visited Baku, where she discussed the normaliza-
tion process between Armenia and Azerbaijan with local authorities.

Pashinyan: Armenia to Gain Railway Link with Iran; Passport
Stamp Change Reflects Rule of Law, Not Foreign Pressure

YEREVAN — Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan announced that Armenia and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran have reached agreements and plans to deepen their partnership and economic coopera-
tion. Speaking at a press briefing, he emphasized that as part of regional opening efforts, Armenia
will soon have a railway connection with Iran, which he described as a highly significant logistics
corridor.

“This railway will greatly expand opportunities for economic cooperation,” Pashinyan said, add-
ing that construction of the North-South Highway is also progressing at a steady pace. He noted that
the line will not only strengthen connectivity between Armenia and Iran but also increase transit
potential with Azerbaijan, as the route will pass through Armenia, the Nakhichevan Autonomous
Republic, and Iran.

“Our program is not—and cannot be—to increase Armenia’s and Iran’s transit role without also
expanding Nakhichevan’s. In the case of a railway, such separation is impossible. Framing the issue
that way is not correct, especially in the context of peace and regional cooperation. Work in this
direction continues,” he explained.

Pashinyan also addressed questions about the recent decision to remove the image of Mount Ara-
rat from Armenia’s passport entry and exit stamps. Asked whether this decision was made under
Turkish pressure following the visit of Turkey’s special representative Serdar Kili¢ to Yerevan, Pash-
inyan dismissed such claims.

“The issue of the stamp had been under discussion many months earlier, at a time when there
was not even a theoretical possibility or agreement regarding the Turkish envoy’s visit. Such a mat-
ter has never been and cannot be a subject of Armenia—Turkey negotiations,” Pashinyan stated.

He stressed that the decision was guided by Armenia’s security strategy, where the principle of legality is
paramount. “When you cross the street, do you use the crosswalk because someone threatened or intimidated
you?
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No—you do it because you want to live by rules and order. We want Armenia to be a responsible
international partner and to live according to internationally accepted norms. We lead Armenia with
that logic and with a strategy of legality.”

Pashinyan further pointed out that the stamp itself had
no consistent political meaning. “If the stamp didn’t exist
before 2004, what did its absence mean then? And if it ap-
peared in 2004, what did its introduction mean? Perhaps
officials at the time were trying to resolve questions of legal-
ity in their own way,” he said.

Concluding, the Prime Minister emphasized that legality
is essential both internationally and domestically. “Let me
be blunt: when a government has not been elected by the people as defined by the Constitution, it
tries to find new sources of legitimacy—by placing images on stamps, attaching symbols elsewhere,
or shifting perceptions and responsibility outside Armenia—to cover up the fact that there is no legit-
imate authority within the country. Our strategy is different: we are building a lawful and accounta-
ble state,” Pashinyan said.

Official highlights Armenia's role in global semiconductor supply

A senior Armenian official said on Friday that the country already has “its place” in the global semi-
conductor supply chain.

Ruben Simonyan, the Deputy Minister of High-Tech Industry, speaking at the State & Tech Bridge
forum, noted that although Armenia cannot engage in mass production, it plays an important role in the
design, assembly, and final production phases.

The country aims to solidify its stable role in this chain and strengthen its position through interna-
tional memorandums, he said.

The official also emphasized the importance of Al and the need for specialized training.

“We have a lot to do,” he said. “We need to focus on a constant supply of talent, especially electrical
engineers and Al specialists. It is crucial to master not only mathematics, physics, and data science, but
also Al tools and digital skills to increase productivity.”

Authorities are currently working to further streamline import and export procedures, he added.

“As a result of Act 808 from May 2023, export procedures became more complex. Companies must first
apply for analysis, and only then can they approach the Ministry of Economy, a process that could take
one to two months. We are working to create a validated system where the analysis of reliable companies
will be conducted post-factum. The same applies to imports, as some raw materials lack the respective
codes, and the classifications can take months, rendering the materials potentially useless. These issues are
currently being discussed with the State Revenue Committee,” he said.

Simonyan concluded that Armenia should use the current challenges as opportunities to strengthen its
position in the global semiconductor and tech markets.

IT turnover grows 30,4% in Armenia, says official

IT turnover in Armenia grew by 30.4% in the first half of 2025, according to a senior official.

Sergey Muradyan, advisor to the Vice Speaker of Parliament, said during the State & Tech
Bridge discussion that the number of jobs in the sector also increased.

“In June-July alone, the number of employees in the sector grew by 878,” he said.

The event was attended by government officials as well as representatives from NVIDIA,
DataArt, ServiceTitan, Siemens, AMD, and others.
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ARENI WINE FESTIVAL

In October ,The Areni Wine Festival is one of the most famous and beloved autumn festivals in
Armenia. Winemaking in Armenia has a thousand-year history, and the Areni region is famous for
its unique grape varieties. The vineyards in this area have been known since ancient times, and
winemaking traditions are passed down from generation to generation. The festival was created to
revive and popularize ancient winemaking traditions, draw attention to local winemakers and pre-
sent their products to an international audience .

The festival begins with a festive procession of winemakers, where each participant demonstrates their
products. There are tastings of the best Armenian wines, competitions for the best wine of the year, master
classes on winemaking and culinary shows. Guests can also take part in the process of making wine, which
allows them to better understand how these drinks are created. The event is accompanied by folk dances, mu-
sic and traditional Armenian dishes that go perfectly with wine.

The Areni Wine Festival is a true celebration of winemaking. Guests can taste unique Armenian wines
created according to ancient recipes, learn more about the production process and enjoy local cuisine. The
festival also offers a cultural program with dances and music, immersing participants in the traditions of Ar-
menian rural life. This is a great opportunity for tourists to get acquainted with Armenian culture through
wine and gastronomy.
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WORLD TEACHERS' DAY

World Teachers’ Day on October 5th honors teachers and teacher organizations making vital
contributions to the education and development of our future leaders.

#WorldTeacherDay

If you think back to your school years, you are bound to think of at least one teacher who made
a difference in your life. Maybe they helped set you on the right career path. One may have en-
couraged you to step out of your comfort zone and try something new. Or maybe they helped you
when you felt unaccepted by your peers. Even though a teacher’s job is to teach, they wear many
hats. They are also counselors and friends. To some students, they may even be guardian angels.

While teaching is indeed a noble career, it is a challenging one, as well. It seems that more than
ever, teachers are having a difficult time. Some of the things they contend within the classroom
each day are disruptive environments, lack of resources, and limited time. For teachers who have
many students, it can be difficult to provide individualized attention.

As teachers prepare students for the future, it’s more important than ever to recognize the diffi-
cult job they do.

On World Teacher’s Day, UNESCO and Education International (EI) campaigns give the world a better
understanding of teachers. They stress the important role that teachers play in developing societies. Events in
more than 100 countries are held to celebrate teachers. Many schools host celebratory breakfasts or special
assemblies to show appreciation for teachers.

To observe World Teacher’s Day, the best thing you can do is thank a teacher who made a posi-
tive impact on your life. Praise your children’s teachers, as well. If you know a teacher, give them a
gift card or take them out for lunch.

If you're a student, be sure to thank your teachers for all they do to help you get a good educa-
tion. Students probably don’t bring their teachers apples anymore, but they probably would accept
coffee or chocolate! Use #WorldTeachersDay and post photos of your favorite teacher on social me-
dia.

WORLD TEACHER’S DAY HISTORY

UNESCO proclaimed October 5 to be World Teachers’ Day in 1994. They
chose October 5th because it was on this date in 1966 when a significant step was
made for teachers in 1966. A special intergovernmental conference in Paris
adopted the UNESCO/ILO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers.
The Recommendation sets benchmarks regarding teachers’ rights. It also sets
standards for teacher training, employment, and teaching and learning condi-

tions.

On this day we would like and especially on the 35th anniversary of the
AGBU Alexander School extend our gratitude and thanks to our teachers
and staff including the bus drivers who are the heart and soul of the AGBU
Alexander school.

WE would like also on behalf of the AGBU Sydney Chapter and
“Mioutune™ magazine extend our heartfelt gratitude and thanks to MR
ROB Nercissian who tirelessly and on volunteer basis provided his photo-
graphic services during the 35th anniversary of the AGBU Alexander school,
while The AGBU president Mr Sam Simonian and his delegation were in
Sydney. Thank you MR Rob , we really appreciate your contribution.
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Armeman Virtual College
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A.G.B.U. Alex Manoogian Armenian Language School , K-6
“Armenian Language for Community Members”

School Hours Every Saturday 1:30pm to 5.00pm

Location address: Killarney Heights High School, 91 Starkey St.
Entrance from Melwood Ave.Killarney Heights NSW Website:

www.agbusydney.org.au

Contacts, Principal: Rosette Panjarjian- 0411 393 447 Hovhannes Kouyoumdjian . 0408 283 826
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